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This op-ed ran in the Wasua Daily Herald and The Capital Times, two papers in Wisconsin. The op-ed uses a Thanksgiving hook to celebrate BadgerCare Plus as a Wisconsin success story, one that is providing coverage to thousands of kids and now childless adults who not otherwise be insured. The op-ed uses positive messaging to focus on the progress Wisconsin has made and reminds policymakers that there is still work left to be done.  
The Wasau Daily Herald (WI) (Op-Ed) - BadgerCare a success story – by Jim Moeser, Lynn Breedlove and David Riemer – 12.2.09
Jim Moeser is the acting director of the Wisconsin Council on Children and Families. The column is also signed by Lynn Breedlove, executive director of Disability Rights Wisconsin, and David Riemer, director of Community Advocates Public Policy Institute.

Last week, as we sat down with family and friends during this season of giving thanks, it was hard not to notice that a lot has changed this year. For many families in our state, the recession has given them less to be thankful for. But to the credit of many lawmakers in Madison, parents struggling through the recession can still count on BadgerCare Plus to keep their children and families safe and healthy.

BadgerCare Plus is a real Wisconsin success story. Since its 2008 launch, it has worked to improve access to health care for uninsured children and parents in our state and to keep the number of uninsured Wisconsin residents from being pushed higher by the sharp increase in unemployment. In addition, the program was expanded in July to provide a basic health insurance plan to uninsured adults who don't have dependent children. Today BadgerCare Plus provides coverage for tens of thousands of children and adults who would otherwise be uninsured.

BadgerCare Plus gives children a solid, healthy foundation for them to grow and thrive, and it provides an economic lifeline for families during tough times. Kids and adults get the preventative care they need to keep illnesses from becoming costly long-term health problems. Parents can rest easier at night, knowing that their family's medical needs are being met and that a child's sports injury or a playground mishap won't lead to bankruptcy.

Though Wisconsin has made great progress in improving access to health insurance, there is still a lot of work to be done. We were very disappointed when state officials announced in early October that they would need to create a waiting list for the new BadgerCare Plus "Core Plan" for childless adults. However, we were even more disappointed to hear some politicians suggest that the waiting list indicated that the expanded coverage was a failure.

Quite to the contrary, the rapid enrollment growth demonstrates the tremendous need for and success of the program.

The Core Plan is now providing coverage to more than 50,000 childless adults who were previously uninsured, which brings Wisconsin nearer to the governor's goal of making health insurance accessible for 98 percent of state residents. A good federal health care reform bill can bring us even closer to that goal.

Making sure Wisconsin residents have comprehensive, affordable health coverage is more important now than ever, because so many families are facing economic hardship. Times have gotten harder, but BadgerCare Plus and Medicaid have proven that they can help.

When we gather around with family and friends this holiday season, let's remember to thank Wisconsin leaders for their commitment to covering uninsured families and encourage them to keep up the good work. This year more than ever, quality, affordable BadgerCare Plus coverage is something we can all be thankful for.

[image: image1]