My Fox Utah – Interview with Karen Crompton, Voices for Utah Children

The following is excerpts from the full interview

Anchor 1: Thousands of Utah Child are benefiting from the Children’s Health Insurance Plan. 

Anchor 2: Karen Crompton from Voices for Utah Children joins us right now to talk about CHIP and a book you are putting out. Why is CHIP being called a success story?

Karen: Well I think it’s a success because 132,000 people have benefited from this program over the last 10 years. We chose to feature 10 stories in this book to really give people a picture of what does it look like and what does mean for the families who have covered their children through this program.

Anchor 1: Okay so the cap was lifted this year, so anyone who qualifies can receive CHIP. So tell us a little about how that came to be and how much its going to cost extra?

Karen: Well in December 2001 the state capped enrollment in the CHIP program for the first time because of budget constraints. And after that, for the next 4 years there were periods of closed enrollment, there were times when it was only open for one week! So if you didn’t plan well and didn’t have your child ready to go at that time, you just missed out. 

Over time the state added additional funds to that program, but this year the Legislature made the most significant commitment they have yet to the program, to children’s health, by eliminating the cap. It’s not going to take any additional money at this time, there are still 15,000 available slots for children to enroll in the program before we would need to think about any additional funds. It’s a wonderfully funded program and the federal government gives Utah four dollars for every dollar the state puts in.

Anchor 2: So give us an idea of how many children are taking advantage of this program or their parents are taking advantage of this program to benefit their kids, and maybe how many aren’t, who simple don’t’ know about it or haven’t enrolled. 

Karen: Today there’s about 35,000 children enrolled in the program. The bad news is that there are 90,000 uninsured children in Utah. The good news is about 70,000 of those children are likely eligible for Medicaid or CHIP. So we could really cover nearly every child in the state. As we know, health systems reform is moving ahead, and while that may be really complicated, getting kids covered is not. We have CHIP and Medicaid that do a fantastic job.

Anchor 1: Give us an idea of an example of what has changed for somebody among these 10 families that you followed. 

Karen: Well I think that these stories represent all the experiences, from one woman saying ‘I know my child is alive today because of CHIP’, to other families just being able to get well-care child immunizations, routine care. And for some families who have long children with conditions like asthma, being able to get coverage at all. 

