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With prayers and statements about helping the uninsured, especially children, these faith leaders make a powerful case for viewing the lack of health insurance as not a policy or political problem, but a human one.

The Shreveport Times (LA) - Prayer service kicks off week-long uninsured awareness campaign - By Ashley Northington – 3.24.09

A group of health care workers, pastors, city officials, volunteers and others gathered Monday outside the Martin Luther King Health Center to pray for those who don't have health insurance.

The prayer service kicked off the seventh annual Cover the Uninsured Week, a nationwide effort to urge leaders to make health coverage for all a top priority.

"We pray this day that our nation and its leaders will make health care coverage a top priority and that we all work together to solve the problem of the uninsured, especially children," those who participated in the service said aloud. "We pray for those whose suffering is unrelieved, and for ourselves, that we will work with others to ensure care for all."

More than 44 million Americans, including about 56,000 residents in Caddo and Bossier parishes, do not have health insurance. Those numbers include the 9 million children across the nation and about 65,000 children in Louisiana who are uninsured.

Shreveport Mayor Cedric Glover and Bossier City Mayor Lo Walker sent a proclamation to the prayer service to declare this week Cover the Uninsured Week in the area.

As part of the efforts to raise awareness and advocate for the uninsured and underinsured, the Christus Schumpert Health System teamed up with the state Department of Health and Hospitals and Wal-Mart to host weeklong events to provide information about free or low-cost health services.

"Our mission is to extend the healing ministry of Jesus Christ; it doesn't say to extend the healing ministry to the insured," said Bonnie Burnette, vice president for mission integration at Christus Schumpert. "We really feel it's part of our imperative to help those who need help."

All weeklong, Christus Schumpert employees will register children for LaCHIP, the state's free and low-cost health insurance plan for children. Shreveport-Bossier Community Renewal and the Department of Health and Hospitals will sponsor a walk through Community Renewal's Friendship neighborhoods to distribute information about free medical services and to answer questions about free clinics in the area.

"So many people in our community are not insured because of diabetes and other health issues they may have," said the Rev. Joe Gant, pastor of Calvary Baptist Church. "We need to pray that our political leadership will really look at the plight of these people. I really think small groups like this can really make a difference."

The MLK Health Center, located in a small green building on Sprague Street in Shreveport, is one place where the uninsured can get access to free health services.

Dr. Robert Jackson founded the clinic in 1986 to help people get access to health care. The clinic has a 90 percent participation rate and gave out more than 25,000 free prescriptions last year.

"If there is one sick person in front of me, I think 'how can I help this person,'" Jackson said. "The problem is the number of uninsured, it's an issue that needs to be raised. People's lives would be better if they had access to better health care. I think it is better from a humanitarian and financial standpoint to provide routine care to prevent catastrophic illness than to try to manage catastrophic illness — that's where my training and passion is, really."
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