AZ Radio Interview 

Mr. Scott:  Friday morning on the John C. Scott Talk Show. Dana Wolfe Naimark is with us and she is president and CEO of the Children’s Action Alliance. We will speak to her, I believe in Phoenix, if I am not mistaken. Good morning, Dana, and thanks for being with us.

Ms. Naimark:
Good morning. How are you?

Mr. Scott:  I am doing well. You want to thank leaders who supported children’s healthcare. Here the legislature was really in the throes of trying to cut budgets all over the place, and we know how in debt the state was, and it will be in January again. How well did children fare out of this legislative budget mess?

Ms. Naimark:
Children did pretty well, given the circumstances. And I think the best news is we didn’t lose much ground. There were many, many proposals on the table that would have been quite devastating and harmful to kids and families, and most of those proposals were rejected. So we are really reaching out to thank all of the lawmakers who voted yes on the budget that we have now.

Mr. Scott:  I understand KidsCare provides health insurance, cost effective health insurance, to more than 65,000 children, 10,000 parents, in working families. Of course, all parents pay premiums, Arizona receives about $3 dollars in federal funds for every dollar in state funds. So we get some money from the feds when we invest. But let me ask you how this recession -- and it is a recession -- and the anxiety that all Americans are feeling, and here in Arizona where people are worried about their jobs, worried about the price of gas and food, how is that affecting the children of our state? 

Ms. Naimark:
Well, it is certainly affecting children and their parents. One way it affects children is through the stress that we are all feeling with the economic downturn. Children definitely are affected by that. That is something for parents to keep their eye on and try to make sure it is not affecting kids too much and affecting their daily lives in school and at home. But certainly, in physical ways, children are affected by the downturn. Many times parents have to put together two or three different part time jobs to try to make ends meet. That puts a lot of strain on kids and families. Certainly, more and more, employers are not offering health insurance to their employees or to their employees’ children. And so having a back up plan for people who can’t get insurance through their workplace is just critical, and that is what KidsCare provides. 

Mr. Scott:  Talk about the Children’s Action Alliance, of which you are the president and CEO, and maybe a little history lesson for us and your purpose and what you are attempting to accomplish in Arizona.

Ms. Naimark:
Sure. Children’s Action Alliance is a non-profit and non-partisan research and advocacy organization, and what advocacy means is that we work with many parents and voters and many community partners to try to promote positive changes that help many kids and families. A lot of times those changes are through votes at our state capital, so either new laws or the budgets they adopt. And other changes are through our local city governments or through community groups that can have an impact. So we really try to promote positive changes and keep moving forward to improve children’s health, education, and security.

Mr. Scott:  I know you don’t endorse candidates, but I believe they answer to a questionnaire that is posted on your website. So if anyone wanted to know that particular lawmaker that is running again, or somebody challenging an incumbent lawmaker, how they fare on that questionnaire, they can go to your website, I believe, and find out how people answered your questionnaire, or whether they did. 

Ms. Naimark:
That’s right. Our website is www.azchildren.org and you can click on the elections section, and as you said, you can see all of the candidates who answered, and the candidates who didn’t, and you can check out what their positions are on the issues facing kids and families. 

Mr. Scott:  In your last release you talk about Arizona needs KidsCare because the private health insurance that many children rely on just doesn’t reach all of the children. It not only doesn’t, Dana, but it can’t. 

Ms. Naimark:
That’s right. We know that many small businesses just cannot afford to provide that coverage, and Arizona is a state with a lot of small businesses. So for people who work for small businesses, and their families, KidsCare is absolutely essential, and as you pointed out, very cost effective. And thanks to KidsCare, Arizona has actually improved our rate of children with coverage. So even in these tough times we have been improving, and we want to keep that up. 

Mr. Scott:  The legislature wrestled, of course, with the large budget deficit. We started off by mentioning that. Lawmakers suggested cutting back on KidsCare. You have said that would be a terrible mistake for Arizona families and the Arizona economy, because KidsCare, without it, Arizona would face higher healthcare costs, would it not? Can you explain that?

Ms. Naimark:
You’re right, and it would in two ways. Number one, we would lose that federal funding that goes right into our economy, and we would literally be turning over those tax dollars to people in other states. But secondly, when families don’t have health coverage they end up using the emergency room as their source of healthcare, and when they can’t pay their bills, that gets added onto our bills. So those of us who have insurance, our bills keep going up to cover the cost of those who don’t. So when we cut back on KidsCare, we are actually adding a hidden healthcare tax for the rest of us, and that would really be moving backwards.

Mr. Scott:  We are about five months away from a [inaudible] legislative session, by all accounts the state could be $2 billion in the red, as it was when lawmakers attempted to leave and finally tried to balance the budget with all kinds of gimmicks and all kinds of ways, but you are going to be faced with another battle in January, are you not Dana? Because it is going to start all over again, battling for kids’ healthcare money?

Ms. Naimark:
That is absolutely true. We are gearing up for that, and we are prepared and we will keep communicating with lawmakers and urge all of your listeners to do the same to remind them how effective KidsCare is and how much it does add to our families and our economy.

Mr. Scott:  I hope people go to your website, because we interview lawmakers all of the time, we have done that every year for 20 years. I think the time people hear folks in 15 minute, 20 minute interviews, four or five times, they pretty much know what these lawmakers are all about. But if you didn’t hear one of these lawmakers seeking your vote you ought to go to your website and look at how this particular individual, seeking a legislative seat, feels about the KidsCare program and your work with the Children’s Action Alliance. So people can be informed, and you are trying to help them do that.

Ms. Naimark:
Absolutely. We also have on our website a link to candidate debates that are sponsored by the Clean Elections Commission. So you can actually watch a video of the debate and see how your candidate stands or the person looking for your vote, where they stand on kids’ and family issues.

Mr. Scott:  Dana, thanks for being with us. I appreciate it. I hope you have a great weekend. I thank you for your appearance on our show and I look forward to another conversation soon. Thank you.
