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This editorial is from the largest paper in Utah and endorses an expansion of CHIP coverage to legal immigrant kids. The editorial board presents the issue to legislators (and their constituents) as a moral necessity and a positive step forward for Utah that reflects their values. In a state where advocates working on immigrant issues face a difficult political climate, the positive messaging is a significant success for advocates to secure.
The Salt Lake Tribune (UT) (Editorial) - CHIP in; State should expand kids health care – 2.26.09

What about the children? It's a question that's often asked on Utah's Capitol Hill when liquor laws, or pornography, or (gasp!) age-appropriate sex education, or a multitude of other "morality" issues are discussed.

But what about the physical well-being of the children? Shouldn't lawmakers do all they can to provide health insurance for each and every kid from a low-income family regardless of the amount of time they have lived legally in this country?

Those are questions that Utah lawmakers should ask themselves when they contemplate House Bill 171 and Senate Bill 225, sister bills that would extend coverage under Medicaid and the State Childrens Health Insurance Program to qualifying children of recently arrived legal immigrants.

Congress has extended the popular SCHIP program for four more years, and hopes to cover an additional 4 million children nationwide, including legal immigrants, with receipts from a 61-cent-per-pack federal tax hike on cigarettes.

Approximately 800 to 1,300 children of legal immigrants living in Utah would qualify for coverage. But, shamefully, state law won't allow it. These at-risk and in-need kids must wait five years before they are eligible.

Every child, documented or undocumented, whose family meets income guidelines should have access to health insurance. The lack of coverage forces families to forgo preventive care and delay treatment, driving up the cost of health care for all when they are eventually treated free-of-charge at hospital emergency rooms. However, the Utah Legislature has a history of trying to punish the children of undocumented residents for the misdeeds of their parents.

But this case is different. These are families that followed the rules, but still fell out of favor with the Legislature. What part of legal can't lawmakers understand?

The House bill, sponsored by Rep. Kory Holdaway, R-Taylorsville, and the Senate bill, sponsored by Sen. Luz Robles, D-Salt Lake City, would give lawmakers a chance to right that wrong, and take advantage of federal funding to help these needy children. While the state would have to commit $485,300 per year, those expenditures would leverage nearly $1.4 million in federal funding.

It's a small price to pay to extend much-needed coverage to these children.

If lawmakers are serious about giving all Utahns access to health insurance and reducing the cost of health care in the state for all, this is the perfect place to start.
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