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This editorial from the Waco Tribune  treats the viability and benefits of kids coverage as a foregone conclusion, a great message for policymakers in Texas who this week were considering (and have passed!) a set of measures will be great for children enrolled in Medicaid and CHIP. The editorial holds CHIP and Medicaid up as strong, cost-effective programs that are common sense policy for taxpayers, parents, and most importantly, kids. 
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Imagine a city the size of Dallas without health insurance. No need to imagine. It exists. Except: This “city” is all children.

Texas has 1.5 million children with no health coverage. That should be unacceptable to everyone.

Now, imagine a program that provides health coverage for a ridiculously modest sum on the state’s behalf. It’s one which results in a $2 federal match for every dollar states spend.

Imagine the money saved with preventive care through regular checkups keep children out of emergency rooms.

OK, we needn’t imagine. Such a program exists.

We speak, of course, of the Children’s Health Insurance Program.

Waco state Sen. Kip Averitt, one of the authors of the 1997 bill that created CHIP in Texas, has written a bill to make more children eligible.

The bill costs $40 million, but in many ways — with federal matching funds and ER savings — that’s a misnomer. Here’s something that’s not a misprint: Texas hospitals spend more than $10 million a year on uncompensated care. This costs everyone, and not just those with hospital bills. The Texas Hospital Association estimates that annual health premiums for an average Texas family are $1,551 higher due to costs of covering the uninsured.

Averitt is proposing to raise the income rate for CHIP eligibility to up to three times the federal poverty level, or $66,000 for a family of four. In part it’s because some who have CHIP fear that a pay raise will bump them off the rolls.

Yes, these are working Texans who don’t make enough to afford insurance. And only 49 percent of private-sector employers provide it.

And, no, this isn’t “something for nothing,” as some critics claim. CHIP families have premiums and co-payments. Averitt’s bill would pro-rate those costs per income. And it will not allow recipients to switch their children from private plans.

This is federally and state-subsidized health insurance for people who earn too much to qualify for Medicaid but otherwise can’t afford coverage. Most people who have health insurance have it subsidized by their employers. Increasing numbers of employers find the burden too much to bear.

Texas lawmakers need to approve Averitt’s SB 841. It keeps children healthy, keeps them in school, unburdens emergency rooms and brings in federal dollars.

Name a better use of $40 million.
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