
Medicaid is a lifeline to 
children and families in 
the United States and 
is built with children’s 
unique needs in mind.

42% of people enrolled in Medicaid in the  
United States are children

42%  

Medicaid pays  
for 41% of  
U.S. births 

 
Helps ensure access  

to critical prenatal care,  
maternity care, and  

postpartum services.

Medicaid covers  
39% of all  

U.S. children 
 

Insures children in  
low-income families  

and nearly all children  
in foster care.

Medicaid covers 45% of 
children in the U.S. with 

special health care needs 
 

Provides medical, behavioral 
health, and long term care  

for children with special health 
care needs and disabilities.

Medicaid is the largest 
source of federal funding 
for mental health services 

 
Supports mental and 

behavioral health treatment  
for children, adolescents,  

and adults.

MEDICAID IS VITAL TO CHILDREN IN THE UNITED STATES

Medicaid is Vital  
to Children in the 

United States

Scan QR code  
for sources and 
more information

Medicaid is a public health insurance 
program designed to help people 
who otherwise could not afford health 
coverage.

Medicaid  
is a smart  
long-term  
investment  
in children.

Children enrolled in Medicaid:

56% of total federal funds received by 
states are for Medicaid.56%  

Miss fewer  
school days 

Are more likely to graduate  
from high school 

Grow up to be 
healthier adults

Earn higher  
wages

Federal Medicaid funding 
leverages state investments in 
child health.


